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Gregory P. Kurtz 
Mayor 

City of Independence, Ohio 

                                                                                           (216) 524-4131         

                                           

               

 

                                                   

MAYOR KURTZ’S WEEKLY UPDATE FOR JULY 23, 2021 
 
 
Home Days Prep 

 
Preparations for the 104th Independence Home 

Days are in full swing.   As you can see from the photo 

on the left, the booths were being set-up as the sun was 

rising this morning.  

The two-day celebration on Friday, August 6, from 6-

11 PM, and Saturday, August 7 from Noon to 11 

PM, will move to Elmwood Park this year.  Despite the 

new location, there will be plenty of traditional Home 

Days events and activities from rides and raffles to a car 

show, carnival games, and lots of great food.   There will be non-stop music, dancing, and the 

always popular Kiwanis Beer & Wine Garden. 

This year the Independence Police and Fire Departments will be raffling off power wheels.  

 

The pull-out schedule and map of the booths and events will be printed inside next month’s 

Independence Post.  You’ll be able to plan your visit so you don’t miss any of the fun activities 

and chances to win prizes.  I look forward to seeing everyone in two weeks.   

file://///user2019/home$/loraa/My%20Documents/www.independenceohio.org
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Special City Council Meeting 

 

Next Tuesday, July 27 at 4 PM, there will be a special City Council 

meeting regarding plans by CBIZ, Inc. to establish their new corporate 

headquarters in Independence next year.  Residents can register to 

attend the virtual meeting here.  

 

 

Red Cross Blood Drive 

 

The American Red Cross is sounding an alarm that blood donations are needed.  

Summer is traditionally a time with blood donations decline. But this summer the blood 

supply is reaching a desperate level due to a combination of reasons.   

People are getting busy again, going on vacations, at the same time, surgeries, ER visits 

and transplants are on the rise. 

On Monday, July 26, the Red Cross will be hosting a Cedar Point blood drive in the 

Civic Center Gymnasium from 9 AM to 3 PM.  Each donor at Monday’s drive will 

receive a Cedar Point admission ticket.  Those who come to give blood July 7-31, 2021, 

will receive a $10 Amazon.com Gift Card, via email, in addition to receiving automatic 

entry for a chance to win gas for a year (a $5,000 value). 

Donors must be at least 17 years old (16 with parent permission), must meet weight and height 

requirements (at least 110 pounds based on height), and be in general good health. 

Appointments Strongly Recommended.  Visit www.redcrossblood.org or call 1-800-

REDCROSS (1-800-733-2767) to make an appointment or to get more information.  

 

https://www.independenceohio.org/calendar_app/calendar_event_detail.html?eventId=612&date=7/27/2021&show=no
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Arendelle Comes to Independence 

 

Princess Elsa (Emma Albrigo) and her sister Princess Anna 

(Madison Stepanik) from the movie “Frozen” visited with children 

at summer camp this week.  They were joined by loyal steed Sven 

(Tyler Skoczen) who sang songs with the campers and posed for 

pictures.  

 
Campers also celebrated Christmas in July making Yoda decorations and experienced a rare 
sighting of the Christmas Flamingo. 
 
Jungle Terry’s Wild Animal Show stopped in to visit with campers this week and Adventure 
Camp traveled to Oak Grove Metropark to enjoy hiking, a scavenger hunt, a friendly game of 
tug-o-war, games, and a picnic. 
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Summer Playground  

 

D.J. Jim Rio stopped by to visit with the summer 
playground children as part of this week’s theme: Rock, 
Paper, Spin! Children made paper airplanes, rockets, 
and created spin art.   The children also cooled off in the 
pool.  

The Children’s Programmers also collaborated with the 
Independence Fire Department to allow all the children to 
tour the Cleveland Clinic’s Critical Care Transport 
Helicopter that landed in Elmwood Park.  
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Final Summer Concert of 2021 

Despite a warmer and wetter summer than last year, the 

Summer Concerts and food trucks on Public Square and 

Elmwood Park have been a big draw.   

Next Thursday, July 29 from 7 – 9 PM The Brian 

Papesh Band will perform songs by Rock n Roll Hall of 

fame bands, popular country tunes, dynamic Polkas and 

more at the final concert of the season.  The Off the 

Griddle food truck will be there too! 
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New Yoga Studio 

Many people gained weight over the past year because of the lifestyle 

changes made during the pandemic.  Others say they feel sluggish, 

anxious, or a little depressed as a result of a year of semi-isolation.  

If you’re looking to ease back into a fitness routine, you may be 

interested in Studio 108, the new Yoga/Barre/Pilates studio at 6487 

Brecksville Road in downtown Independence.  

Owner Tracy Rhinehart said Studio 108 is for everyone and anyone and her mission is to 

support people looking to live a healthy and happy life.  She said she’s glad to have chosen 

Independence to open her studio because of the warm welcome and interest she’s received 

from the community.    Parking is available along the side of the building and in the back.   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finance Director Vern Blaze’s Weekly Report for July 23, 2021  

 

 

 

Download Mayor Kurtz’s SwiftReach message for July 23, 2021.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

If you know someone who would like to subscribe to Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly 

Updates, please ask them to email their name and email address to 

CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org.  

https://www.studio108.net/
http://cms9.revize.com/revize/independenceoh/departments/finance/finance_report_-_weekly_.php#outer-480
http://cms9.revize.com/revize/independenceoh/government/mayor_s_office/latest_swiftreach.php#outer-499
mailto:CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org
https://www.studio108.net/

